
March 27, ]-?BO

Memo to Fil-e:

RE: U.S. Steel Corporation
Desert Mound Mine
ACr/O2r/OO3
Iron Cor:nty, Utah

Snith of the DiviSion and IvIr. Norrnar Heaton, Mine Superintend.ent for U.S. Stee1.
Accord.ing to }dr. $eaton and l4r. Laurence Ashdovn, Chief Engineer of Western
Ore opera-r,ions fo{ U.S. Steel in Lander, Wyomine'(tarked;;;-},I". Ashdown over
the phone), the D{sert Mound. Idine is only in a state of ternForary suspension,
not permanently ciosed. as ind.icated. by the med.ia. U.S. Steel plans to beginnot permanently cl-osed. as ind.icated. by the med.ia. U.S. Steel plans to begin
operations again this fall, probably in September. I{r. Ashd.own vas abk6d to serid.
the Division a l-etter stating U.S. Steelrs intentions. Mr.. Heaton was info::med.
that the Divisionlwould. continue with the approval process of their Mining ancL
Reclamation Plan ;o that everything wouId. be ready for tentative approval and
publication vhen they were ready to re-commence operations.

I
. A short siteftour lras.taken_of _the area. The Desert Mor:nd Pit adjaeent

vas aband-oned. prior to the
Act and. has aboutl75 feet of water in the bottom of it. Mr. Heaton ind.icated. that
the 1ow grad.e orelstockpiles arounci the pit wouJ-d eventually be picked. up, but
the rest of the a woul-d not be red.isturbed.. The Mountain Lion Pit vas ir.ctive
up to the tine oflsuspension. This area is across the vall-ey ad.Jacent to Utah- Internationalts Cffistock Pit and. is the major area of concern. fhe access road.
has a locked. cab13 across it. Access to the Desert Mound. area is also protected.
in a similar mannAr.
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